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 The large LDS database 
 

http://www.familysearch.org 
 

By Anna Margrethe Krogh-Thomsen, chairman of the Greater Copenhagen Genealogy Association, 
(Slægtshistorisk Forening for Storkøbenhavn),  March 8, 2006. 
 

For many years, Danes have had access to the LDS Family History Centers in Denmark, especially the 
computer programs with the many CD’s that have been compiled have had the interest of genealogy and 
family history researchers. Throughout the years, many people have requested that those CD’s were 
available for sale and that the many personal vital records could be made available on the internet. 
 

Spring 1999 
The exciting news was 
announced that about 340 
million records containing  
personal data information 
would be made available on 
the internet. To begin with, 
the website would be 
available as “test pages”, but 
today it functions with no 
problem. It is among the 
largest and most frequently 
used websites in the field of 
genealogy. Now it is possible 
to search for data from almost 
the entire world. The website 
has 9-10 million visitors 
every day. The site is updated regularly and new data are added virtually daily.  
In this article, I will attempt 
to tell about some of the 
most important features. 
 

What can you find now? 
I will try to explain how the 
site works and what kinds 
of information you may be 
able to find. It may be a 
help to those feeling 
uncertain about how to use 
this large, complex website, 
or those who are not 
familiar with it. 
On the first page, one 
should write the name of the 
person you are looking for 
and also, for example, the approximate year of birth. Then select the country from which you want 
to search for your information. It is possible to search in all categories (births, deaths, marriages, etc.) 
simultaneously, or to go directly to the category that you wish to search in. Then click the Search 
button. On the left hand side of the page, you will see all of the categories which are automatically 
searched from. 
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When the results appear, you will be able to see in the upper right hand corner of the page which Vital 
Records Categories have been searched and how many possibilities for “hits” were found in each. For 
example, 25+ means that more than 25 possible hits were found. The personal data found will most 
likely derive from the IGI and Ancestral File categories. In some cases, you may find data from 
Pedigree Resource Files or a website. On the right hand side, some of the names will appear which 
appeared with data in the respective categories. But, before you select one, it is important to know 
something about what you could expect to find in the 2 major categories. 
 

IGI - International Genealogical Indeks. 
IGI is the largest category of vital records. On the resulting page you will be able to see the possibilities 
found in the database, and you 
can choose to continue from 
there. The IGI names are 
associated with information on 
place and date of birth, plus 
parents and spouse. After that you 
can do  another search on parents 
or spouse by typing their names in 
the search form. You could also 
choose to see more names than 
those shown in the category 
selected. From IGI you are able to 
download data into a GEDCOM 
file. (A  GEDCOM file is a 
standardized information file that 
all genealogy software programs 
are able to access and read.) From 
IGI, you will not receive 
information on the origin of the 
information or the person who 
sent in the data. Names and information may be added many ways. They may be sent by members of the 
LDS church, they may originate from the extension program run by the church or supplied by family 
historians from the entire world. Something new is that it is now possible to search within a Danish 
county. In the same way, Germany has been divided up, thus enabling you to do a somewhat limited 
geographical search. You can also do a parent search, where you type in the names of the parents plus 
their country. Here it is possible to find records for children you may have been searching for for a long 
time. 
 

Ancestral File.  
Ancestral File is a collection of 
family trees which have been 
sent to the church. They cut 
across all country borders. If 
you choose to do further 
searches on a name in this 
category, there is a good chance 
of finding much more 
information. For example, you 
may obtain a pedigree or a 
family file which includes the 
data of the person in question. 
Any information from an 
Ancestral File may be 
downloaded. In this category 
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you also have the option of finding out who submitted the data. Click on the person's name, then on 
Submitter and on Details on the left side of the page. Then, the name and address of the submitter at the 
time of submission will be displayed. There may be more than one person who has submitted the same 
information.  
 

Pedigree Resource File is a large database containing 105 million names, spread on 105 CD's with 
about 1 billion records on each. You can search all of this data on the website and perhaps also 
download it via a GEDCOM file. Pedigree Resource files have been built up through data supplied and 
submitted via the Family Search 
internet program, under the 
heading: “Save and protect your 
genealogy”. Follow the guidelines 
there. Data are collected into 
families and may eventually 
contain notes and sources. On the 
resulting page, you get information 
as to which CD the information 
was taken from. Furthermore, in 
this category you receive extra 
information on who submitted it. 
Since it is a rather new database, 
chances are great that the person is 
still alive. You may contact him or 
her and exchange further research. 
During the few months my data have been in the database, I have received quite a number of enquiries. 
The database has grown with 9 billion names in 6 months. CD's can be purchased for $8.00 each or 
$20.00 per set of 5, plus postage. Consult: Order/download the product in this guide. 
  
Vital Record Index is another database. The Vital Records Index covering Scandinavia consists of 7 
CD's and contains 4.5 million records which were transcribed from original birth, christening and 
marriage records from Denmark, 
Finland, Norway, and Sweden. 
Volunteers transcribed the records 
from church records spanning from 
the late 1500’s up to 1905. But 
remember: not everything has been 
transcribed. It can be a "shortcut", 
but it will not replace the original 
church records. Marriage records 
often include the names of the 
parents of the bride and groom. So, 
with 4.5 million records, the total 
number of persons accessible 
through the database may well 
exceed 10 million. 
 
Now I will direct you through the 
use of Vital Record Index. 
(Transcriptions of church records). 
If you go straight to the Vital Record Index, you will see a list of the countries, counties and parishes 
from which church records are available. Here, I have selected the country,  DENMARK, the county, 
SORO and city/town (parish), KINDERTOFTE. Once selected, write 1 name in order to open the page. 
Write a short name such as Jens. That name could be found almost anywhere in Scandinavia. 
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Then click on Search. Now you will get a list of all Jenses in Kindertofte parish. But that was not what 
you were searching for. So, click on a random person, such as shown here, Jens Jensen from 1767. Now 
his data will be displayed and at the bottom under Source Information you will see the Batch Number. 
You can see that in this case, all of the church records from Kindertofte parish from 1756-1858 
have been transcribed and the data entered into the database.  
 
Now, if you click directly on Source 
Dates, a new form appears and here 
you have two possibilities: 
 

1. Don’t write a name, just click 
directly on Search. Now you are 
presented with a long list of all the 
entries in the church record in 
question, listed alphabetically.   
 

2. If there are too many and you 
want only certain names, you can 
type in a particular family name or a 
single person. You can also search 
for a set of parents and see which of 
their children were born and 
christened in the parish in question. 
In the US, I have seen that there are 
Vital Records from many Central European countries. They can be purchased on CD’s over there. and  
they will also appear online. In this case we chose baptism data, if you choose data from a marriage 
instead, you will get a survey of all the marriages that appear in the same church records. Pay attention 
to the fact that there may be several multiple-year periods of church records from the same parish, in the 
example shown here 1756-1858.  
 

Private websites offering Family Search help. 
”www.familysearch.org” contains not 
only family trees, but in addition it 
also contains lists of births and 
marriages in the Danish church 
records. These lists may or may not be 
complete for a particular parish. These 
“parish registers” have each been 
given a “batch number”. Armed with 
this number,  you are able to extract 
every listing from the parish in 
question. Michael S.A. Thomsen and 
Arne Feldborg have completed a huge task by checking and controlling these batch numbers. 
Subsequently, they have created a shortcut to each batch number. 
 

Michael S.A. Thomsen has uploaded them to a pdf-edition (may be viewed with the free Acrobat 
Reader program). They have been sorted according to amt (county), herred (district) and sogn (parish). 
Check the address: http://mikethomas.website.dk/BatchNumbersMar2004.PDF 
 

Arne Feldborg has included it all in a database, where you can extract the desired parish. Moreover, you 
are able to search directly on a person’s name in Familysearch.org with the specific batch number of 
your choice. This address is: http://hammerum-herred.dk/ and on this page, click “Batch-numbers” (the 
site is in Danish). You can search directly on a Danish parish in the search box and press the “Find 
sogn” button. Some Norwegian and Swedish parishes are also included.  
A tremendous effort which deserves much praise. 
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Preserve and protect your 
family research: Share – 
Share My Genealogy. 
Here, you can cooperate with 
other family historians world-
wide. You are required to  
register, but it is free of charge. 
Through this page, you are 
able to submit your own data, 
which means that they are 
preserved and stored in a 
secure place inside the granite 
mountains of Utah. Gradually, 
your data will become 
accessible on CD’s and the 
internet. In this way, you have 
a secure backup of your data 
and at the same time you are 
able to exchange data with other researchers and family historians worldwide. Personally I have 
submitted 3,600 personal data to this depository and also the address of my personal website. Data 
submitted here are currently issued on CD’s. Until now about 105 CD’s have been issued with data from 
all over the world. These CD’s, called Pedigree Resource File (mentioned above), are for sale at the 
LDS distribution centers or online. 
 

Through the years, many people have put a tremendous amount of work behind them with all of their 
family history research. What will happen to this major work once all of these diligent people have 
passed away? This is a question which has often been discussed among family historians. Not everyone 
has descendants who are interested in these posthumous papers and other people may not appreciate 
their real value. For this reason, I consider it fantastic that we all have the opportunity to collect and 
preserve our data in one large database which is secure and protected inside Utah’s granite mountains.  
 

The enormous library of the 
Mormon Church   
The last category I will 
mention is the Family History 
Library catalog. This is a vast 
library where it is possible to 
search for a family name such 
as the name Toft. All of the 
books in which this name is 
included, not only Danish 
genealogy works, but works 
collected and written from all 
over the world, will be shown 
on the screen. If you click once 
more on one of the books 
displayed, you will get the 
exact title, author, year of 
 
publishing, publisher and printer. Subsequently, you may be able to borrow it from a library. In 
Denmark Frederiksberg  Library (reference collection) and the Royal Library house many genealogy 
works and family histories.  
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With this I will close and 
encourage you as users to test 
this website in all of its many 
and varied aspects, since 
there is far more than I have 
tried and am able to refer to 
here. The site is developing 
constantly and will contain 
even more in the future, so I 
am sure that it is a website 
which will be used very much 
in the future also. 
 

What can be purchased 
online?  
If you look under Product 
Support, you will see a 
survey of all of the items which can be  
purchased online, plus the programs etc. that can be downloaded as freeware. 
 

Other possibilities 
On the start page of the website there are many other possibilities, too. In the left side the various 
categories as mentioned. At the 
top of the screen there are even 
more possibilities. It would 
take  too long to mention them 
all. 
 

News 
If you check under News you 
will get a survey of the latest 
news put on this page, plus a 
survey of all the things that 
have been added to the site 
recently. On the left side of the 
screen you will see even more 
offers. 
Remember to check here 
regularly.  
 
 

LDS Family History Centers 
 

What is my use of these archives? And what can I find there? Those are the 2 questions most family 
historians ask when they are told about or visit one of the LDS Family History Centers. I have been 
asked these questions many times and since it is impossible to give an adequate answer in 5-10 minutes, 
I have decided to write this article instead. 
 

In it I will attempt to go through some of the many various catalogs and other materials which are there 
for the disposal of the visitors, and what you may find in these. I do not expect that you are able to 
remember anything, however consider the library an option to be explored, equal to all other archives, 
or as an “encyclopedia” you may use if you feel inclined. 
 

As many people are aware, the LSD Church has microfilmed a very large part of worldwide 
genealogical materials such as church records, censuses, probate records and much more. The copies 
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which have been in daily use by family historians at the National Archives in Copenhagen for nearly 
50 years and which are still in use were filmed by the Mormons and granted as a gift to the Danish state. 
 

When “Hans Hedtoft”, a Greenlandic vessel, went down, carrying the original church records from 
Greenland, the loss was not quite as great, since they had been filmed in advance. This means that they 
are still at the disposal of anyone who is interested. 
 

In the LSD Family History Centers worldwide, catalogs of all of the microfilmed archival material are 
present.  However, only a small number of the films are permanently on hand at each center. The 
remaining films can be ordered to from the US and delivered to the center. All films are present in the 
Church’s main library in Salt Lake City, a library used by about 13,000 people a day. 80 % of the 
visitors are not members of the LDS Church, so the library is indeed open and available for all. In this 
article I will briefly mention the most important categories of records. 
 
I.G.I. International Genealogical Index 
This category consists of a very large collection of microfiche films from almost the entire world. 
Altogether there are about 52 million records, of which about 5 million are Danish. These may either be 
someone’s birth/baptism or marriage records. To begin with, the microfiche are divided according to 
country, then by county or other regional division which is used by the country in question. Germany is 
an exception. Here, the entire country is counted as one area along with the former East Germany 
(DDR).  The same information that is on these microfiche is available on the computer at the Family 
History Center also. 
 

Using these microfiche films may prove a good shortcut to find a baptism or marriage which has 
“disappeared” in the other archives. But remember always to double-check the information afterwards at 
the real archive.  All of this information has been submitted by other researchers, so this information 
will never be a primary source.  However, it can be a good time-saver since the database is searchable. 
 

Locality Cards (Family History Library Catalog)  
This forms the second very important large category of records. In these you will find all of the archival 
items which were filmed by the Mormon Church photographers. When a family researcher visits the 
archive, many of us may well feel uncertain as to what is or isn’t available. Consequently, we use the 
archival categories we know best, such as church records and censuses. However, by using these cards, 
you obtain a survey of a large amount of other archival material, such as estate archives, district and 
county archives.  In Denmark this division is common: 
 

1. At the start of the microfiche of every country, you will find a survey of the localities from which the 
archival materials were filmed. If you check here first you will get the real “entrance” to finding the 
parish, county or district in which you want to do your research. It is important to look carefully, both 
under parish, county and country. 
 

2. Under the parish you will find the most common archival items which apply to the parish in question, 
such as church, probate, and estate records. 
 

3. Under the county you find censuses, military levying rolls, death certificates, passport protocols, 
school archives and many other county and district archival papers. But remember to study these 
locality cards carefully, and check under parish as well as under county. 
 

4. As an example I will mention the probate records. Fortunately many people use them, but many 
people also have difficulty finding out precisely under which estate the farm or house of their ancestors 
belonged. And it was the estate which had the legal administration of a deceased person’s estate. On 
these cards it is much easier, since inside every parish, all of the estates and the authorities which were 
the landowners in the parish are mentioned. 
 

Furthermore, all of the other places where the estate owned property are listed. In this way, you are able 
to see the names of the parishes your ancestors may have lived in. In Denmark, the people were tied to 
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the estate and not to the parish. However – not all land was owned by estates. Therefore, there are also 
other kinds of probate records. Some of them are listed under the counties. 
 

5. South Jutland (Schleswig) has always been something special – an area with a history, customs and 
traditions all of its own. In Schleswig, it was decided by law that baptisms and marriages would not be 
registered in the church records. Instead, it was legally decided that they were to be recorded in Civil 
Registers. These registers have been filmed up to 1930 or even1950 in many places. The Danish 
National Archives only has the South Jutland parish records up to 1914. 
 

6. Outside the Danish border, there are also many kinds of records available. For example, a large part 
of the Berlin church records from about 1650 to 1875 were filmed by the Mormon Church during the 
years 1934-36, i.e. prior to the start of World War II. The same goes for many other German cities. To 
me personally, this is a fantastic thing. The Church could just as well have started their filming in 
Scandinavia or in any other country, but they began in Germany. Many of these German records were 
destroyed during the war and thus the originals no longer exist. 
 
In the former Danish area of Schleswig-Holstein, where the church records to a great extent are kept at 
little vicarages, a portion of them have been filmed already, but the church is again working in this area 
in the hope that these records will benefit researchers worldwide who have their roots in this geographic 
area. 
 

7. In this category you will also find the order numbers for the microfilms of 8 million family group 
sheets from deceased families from the entire world. These forms were filled out and submitted by 
church members. But remember: Everything listed are catalogs and surveys of films, which can be 
ordered for use at your local center. In the archive itself, only a very small portion of the films are 
present.  As mentioned earlier, they can be ordered to the center for a reasonable fee. Unfortunately, it is 
impossible for me here to tell you everything. This category of records is also available on the 
computer. 
 

Printed and issued Family Books and other literature  
There are also excellent registers covering this material, both under the locality cards and in a separate 
box. Some of the books have been filmed, others have not been so far. The majority are in Danish. 
 

The computer  
In many Family History Centers there is access to search on a computer, but every person has a limited 
period of time to do so, about ½ - 1 hour per person. Also the opening hours may vary from center to 
center. There will always be assistants present, so you need no knowledge of a computer. On the 
computer you can use various programs, among them FamilySearch. In this program there are many 
possibilities, but I will mention only the two most important ones here. 
 

1.  Ancestral File  
In this program you can search on entire pedigrees and family trees. Mostly they have been submitted 
by church members as parts of the so-called “4Generations Program”. Recently, many other researchers 
throughout the whole world, too, have become aware of this fantastic program and have started to send 
in their own work as a GEDCOM file on a floppy disc. Today a GEDCOM file can be created by the 
majority of modern family research programs. In this way all researchers can use one another’s’ work. 
The program is available for the use of people all over the world, however LDS members should be 
aware that the church does not do Temple work with this type of information.  
 

2.  (International Genealogical Index)  
In this large program, you can find names and data on all the persons for which the LDS Church has 
done ordinances. It is in this program that the church members are able to check on the persons for 
whom an ordinance has been done. In this program you can search in 3 ways:   
 

1. For a single person.  
2. For information about a marriage, when and where. 
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3. Search for children of a particular married couple.  
 

Information from this huge computer database can be printed or copied, both on paper or by request on a 
floppy disc, as an ascii file which you can read at home in your word processor program, or as a 
GEDCOM file for import to your family research program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ellis Island Database 

www.ellisislandrecords.org 
 

The new Ellis Island database has been opened. Millions and millions of researchers use this database, 
there are 27,000 searches per second, but it has been created to handle this demand with no problem. 
The heart of the American Family 
Immigration History Center at the 
Ellis Island Immigration Museum 
is an automatic database which 
provides access to more than 22 
million names from historic 
passenger lists coming from Ellis 
Island. This database is a huge 
project which took 7 years to 
complete. 
 

The work of copying these records 
started in 1993, when the Church 
of the Latter Day Saints started to 
digitize records dealing with the 
persons who had entered the US via the New York Port between 1892 and 1924. The work was 
completed in 2000. The data developed were exchanged with the National Park Service and the Statue 
of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, 
Inc.   
 

12,000 volunteer church members 
from 2,700 communities in the US 
and Canada have provided about 
5.6 million working hours to 
carefully examine the original 
records on microfilm and 
photocopies and afterwards to 
transcribe relevant information into 
forms or directly onto computer 
databases. Besides that, the church 
has donated 20 full- time 
employees and 35 missionaries to 
work on the project. 
 

More than 22 million names were 
transcribed from 3678 boxes filled 
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with microfilm from the New York passenger lists from January, 1892 to December, 1924, including 
foreign-ers, US citizens, crew members, non- immigrated foreigners, expelled persons and those who in 
fact came too late for the ship. This automation comprises 71 % of all passenger arrivals to the US 
during the 1892-1924 time period. The information given on each record usually includes the following: 
Name of the traveller, name of the ship, port of departure, ports of arrival and date of departure. Other 
types of information which may be included  are age, gender, marital status, nationality, relative or 
friend outside the US, relative in the US, exact date and place of birth. Ship list information gets even 
more detailed as time passes. During the first years of Ellis Island, 15 columns on an average were used, 
whereas in the later years, up to 36 columns were filled out. 
 

The most frequent ports of departure were in the following countries: Italy, Austria, Hungary, Russia, 
Finland, England, Ireland, Scotland, Canada, Newfoundland, Germany, and Poland. Transcriptions of 
these important records contribute to the huge effort which has been donated by family historians 
worldwide. It will facilitate the research of immigrants to the US at the end of the nineteenth and the 
start of the twentieth centuries. Please remember that records of birth and baptism normally contain the 
names of the child’s parents. Records of marriage often tell the names of the parents of the bride and  
groom. With 4,5 million of these records, the total number of persons accessible in the database may 
exceed more than 10 million. 
 

Visitors to the Ellis Island website may find an ancestor, print a copy of the passenger list and a picture 
of the vessel. It is presumed that there are 100 million descendants after the Ellis Island immigrants 
living in the US today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other pages which may be of interest are:  
 

http://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=7488&offerid=0%3a679%3a0  
 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/rectype/default.aspx?rt=40 
 

http://istg.rootsweb.com/v2/surnamesv2/splpi_v2.htm  
It contains ship lists for the immigrants to American harbors from the pre-Ellis Island era. Among them 
are many ships sailed which set sail from Hamburg. 
   
  

Anna Margrethe Krogh-Thomsen 
                      www.genealogi-kbh.dk 
 
 
     
     


